rand il | Wis a nervous wreck

it was h-_'l ause of ’_ha- TUMmMors |'|| "|l"._'|,I|L ._‘||:ll.'l||' what uppeT lass

freshmen. You know, kids getting duct I.;.|'--'~|i to the wall. or
{umped in garbage cans, or stuffed in lockers. My anly hope was that a
week of marching band rehearsals before classes started would give me

a head start on making friends

E ; " 4
| had just put my clarinet together when the band director made a

LY [T |_,i announcerment |_]::,;|'_r '..n.-" get, Friday is rhi- .:.I-I:.I.Ii nl.:r::'. '{...I1I||'
Talent Show!" It was supposed to be anicebreaker, she explamed. A way

"“Your job is to get up there

for treshmen to get to know everyone and

have fun,” she said. “And be sure to express your individua

My tndividuality. | wasn't sure | wanted to go there just yet
At b

for the show, Group dances, lip-syncs, skits

reak time, all the freshmen were buzzing about what they'd do
everyorne seemed to feel

there would be safety in numbers. | huddled with a few of my close

friends from middle school " You're going Lo hula hu-||'l_ T ||:!!"|I__ Lacey®

thisy |:: 1--'L|- | me "You hat gl yl™

i ila-hooper | started hooping around the same time |
started playing the clarinet, in fourth grade. And | got into it because of
my teacher, Mrs. O Roarty

Mrs. O'Roarty was the coolest person ever With her long harr and the
funky way she wore dresses over pants, she didn't look like a teacher And
she didn't always act like a teacher, either,

gnment o write an essay ._il"llI|1 Our

Orne day she gave us an ass
vou're teally interested in” she said, “Don't warry
about what ather 'I:---|-||||- think. Be vourself” Then Mrs. O'Roarty told

e know what | like to do? | like

selves. " Tell me what

us about her own unusual mterest

to hula-ho
"Will ya

[he next day, we were off to the Pl

| as

ground

3 bring one in and show us?

i-_lr a |J|,'|1 iomistrabion

Ars. O Roarty was awesome! She could even move the hula-hoop
From her waist to her neck. We all gave it a shot. Everyone in the class
liked hula-hoot

very dav during recess, and by the end of the vear, I'd mastered some

e, but No one was as Crazy |Jlr|':.l|1'| 1L 45 | Was | Prag 4] (‘il

easy tricks, like turning around while hooping. Mrs. O'Roarty noticed
"You need your own hula-hoop

ldme

" she t

a week later, while | was at

band practice, Mrs. O'Roarty stopped

by my house and left 4 rockin' hula

hoop for me. It was about 5 feet in

diameter, and she had taped it al liou haiu to use & — From body

around with different colors, | couldn't your RamE. stdrass, knd Bge to
Sumwet (§ Hoop Contout

believe she had gone to that much

roublefor me
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By eighth grade, | could move the
k, qust

could also move it

noop trom my waist o my ne
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like Mrs. O Roarty |

from my neck to my hand or hoop with

my neck and arm at the same time

| eauld turme | could sit down and

hoop around my neck; | could hoop

pussl! Lacey's hoops are all handmade by her dad
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blindfolded, jumping, or lying down, Whenever | wasn't studying or play
mg clarinet | was hula I"""f""‘_'.

i But | didn't want to look
like a dork. Maybe | should just join in on

it. But |

ear Her

fthe skits, | thougl
]

krew what Mrs. O'Roarty would think of that idea. | could i
saying, "Be yourself, Lacey, It doesn’t matter what other people think!

5o | signed up to do my own act

The day of the talent show, 30 students prepared to take the stage. |
¥ i [ 1 T! -
wias third from last, and one of only three selo perfarmers. There were

group dances and funmy skits that got lots of

pplause. Meanwhile, | was
abaut to qo onstage alone and risk ¢ oy lete humiliation
As | wi

.r.l.,'fl' At the |.1:-| e, | det |'||"-| LD o

d my turmn, | started s |".|.'\."”"'§ and sweating What was [ think

somethimg funmy when | went

"-"l']I.LI.EI' i!i'l-'|:£-l'.r_ | might q_|'1 a |._-,|_||.||| |.-'\. II'IrI|:Ir|-.!l YT TTEY | -.I|.'|-|:l:-::-|'"

| was wrong, Mo one laughed — there was just dead silence

‘I that -:I.||.l'|!|.m{-.| to be Funm?®" an uppert lazeman shouted From
the audience
Move It Like This™ by The

Baha Men, and it seemed to pump up the crowd

But then my music started. | had chosen

| started out with a tew easy tricks, but in the middle of the song, | put

abf my mast -'jl‘1||_lllt

on-a blindtold. The crowd went nuts! | did so
tricks blindfolded, then threw my blindfold into the audience. Everyone

cheered even more! Prople lapped and jumped and moved around

Whenever | did a trick, they went wild. After | Fimished, | got the loudes

applause of anyone

When | walked itstage, upper lassmen I"""j-'"h"'- and high-fived me

The senior drum majors said, “That was amazing! I've never seen any

thing like that in my life

From then on, everyone started calling me “Hula-Hoop Girl” a nick

niarne | love, My freshman yvear was a total blast - | was evien elected to

student council as freshman representative. My friends told people
Vate for Lacey She's one of a kind!

I'm grateful to Mrs. O'Roarty for intreducing me to hula-hooping

but I'm even more grateful that she gave me the courage to be myself

It's definitely the coalest trick |'ve ever learned! £

hoop tricks?

hoop - and a OVD shou
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